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CeC p of lectures, and in accordance with the wishes of many who 
C ° ded them, arrangements are being made for the delivery of four more 
attel n “ bv Mr. Cecil Carus-Wilson during the month of February. The 
le( jpg of the lectures are (1) “ 1 l ie Earth as a Planet” ; (2) “ Limestones 
nd Coral Reefs”; (3) “ The 0 ri S in of Coal ” > ( 4 ) “ The Earth’s Unstable 
r uS t” The course will be delivered at the Horbury Rooms, Notting Hill 
^te on Thursdays, at 5.15 P-™., and as the number of tickets issued will 
be limited to 350, those wishing to attend should apply early. 

BOOKS. 

The Lewis Carroll Picture Book , by S. D. Collingwood (Fisher Unwin, 
5 We are grateful to Mr. Collingwood for another “Lewis Carroll” book. 
Nothing writ or said, thought or done, by the man who has given us the 
boon of “ delicious laughter ” is unwelcome to his lovers. Here we have 
Jhe Rectory Umbrella , Notes by an Oxford Chiel , Alice on the Stage , 
Curiosa Mathematica , and much other Carrolliana. The illustrations, 
most of them Lewis Carroll’s own, are captivating. “Which is best, a 
clock that is only right once a year, or a clock that is right twice every 
day?” leads to a delightful piece of ratiocination. Again, the Hints 
Etiquette, how assisting ! For example, “In proceeding to the dining room 
the gentleman gives one arm to the lady he escorts ; it is unusual to offer 
both.” We can only give the Postulates from the wittiest of the Oxford 
Notes, “ The Dynamics ot a Parti (cle) ” — 

“(1) Let it be granted, that a speaker may digress from any one point 
to any other point. 

“(2) That a finite argument (i.e-, one finished and disposed of) may be 
produced to any extent in subsequent debates. 

“(3) That a controversy may be raised about any question and at any 
distance from that question.” 

A good many of the witticisms, especially the mathematical jokes, aie 
a flavour to attract a college Common Room, but the volume is full un 
and frolic, wit and wisdom, for all ages and sizes, all sorts and conditions. 
We would earnestly commend to our readers Lewis Carrolls remar s upon 
the stage. The man and woman who go to the play now an t en - 
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to bear us much in mind. Even if it did not bear a name to conj ure with 
the Lewis Carroll Picture Book would be the book of delights for old and 



young for the season. 

Really and Truly / or the Century for Babes , by Mrs. Ernest Amn es 
(Arnold, 3/6.) This is a book of clever and amusing pictorial jokes, highly 
coloured in every sense, illustrating the chief events of the century. It should 
be a capital adjunct to a Christmas party, but not, we think, for the “li tt i e 
reader,” for whom it appears to be designed. One would not like a child’s 
first ideas of the “Great Duke” to be derived from a very amusing caricature 
which represents him as seated between Spanish donnas with big f ans , 
enjoying a bullfight. To us elders the incongruity may be amusing. The 
first gas lamp and the first penny post are delightful pictures. The cleverest 
and most amusing of all is the picture for 1898. It shows “Jonathan 
wedded at last— to John Bull,” the smirking Jonathan in stars and stripes 
and bridal veil, clinging to her sturdy bridegroom. We congratulate 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Amnes on their clever and witty production. 

A Winter in Berlin , by Marie von Bunsen, translated by A. F D. 
(Edward Arnold, 5/-). A Winter in Berlin is a very interesting nudy 
of the society of the hour in Berlin, from the hand of one who writes of 
what she understands. The incidents of the winter in question, which 
befel the Countess Zachow and her family, appear to be told with the 
intention of emphasizing certain social tendencies. The Countess Zachow 
herself is a delicate study of a refined, intellectual woman, who thinks she 
understands and is living in the “advanced” thought of the day, but is 
dismayed and amazed at the developments presented by her own daughters. 
It is worth while to read the book, for there are English mothers who go 
through the same experience : but it is as well they should not, as the 
German lady does, explain everything by the convenient doctrine of 
heredity. Education is not without weight. 

The Nightingale , by R. Andrd (Allen, 2/6). It is pleasant to meet 
with an old friend so charmingly “dished up.” The Emperor Foochoo, 
seated in state among much willow pattern, the fat Mandarin Ning-Pos 
adventures in search of the nightingale, his triumphant return, the grand 
court concert, with the nightingale as sole performer, the jewelled rival, 
and the Emperor’s dismay when the spring runs down, are all pictured 
with much humour. j» ;j 

The Treasure Seekers , by E. Nesbit (F. Unwin, 6/-). The “Bastable” 
children are very engaging. In the first place they are children, not 
literary puppets. They are clever and original children, but they thin 
as children think. The “ House of Bastable,” which is in fact a surburban 
villa, has fallen upon evil days. The children have no mother, and their 
father can’t make ends meet. So they take the matter into their ow^ 
hands and go in search of a fortune. But they have a fine instinc^ 
for fair play. Each of the five has a separate plan, for they had re^ 


many books, and all agree to try each plan in turn. Here c0 , 
the^ questionable part of the story. To dig for treasure 


half-crowns dropped by kindly neighbours, to beard a money 


successfully, and get “fortune” out of him, and in fact generally 


succeed in getting money out of their elders is a bad precedent. 
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the story is well written and enjoyable, and nice children 
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generous traits that should fire 

0t ^S Luini, by G. C. Williamson, Litt. D (The Great Masters 

• Painting and Sculpture, George Bell & Sons, 5/.). A book full of charming 
Migrations of the frescoes and paintings of one of the later Italian 
11 sters Here is to be found gathered together all that is at present 
f 0 wn of Luini. Of his life there are almost no details. Vasari, the usual 
uthority in such matters, is singularly silent about this prolific painter. 
Tradition only says that he was born at Linino, on the shores of Lake 
jj a gg i ore , between 1465-75* and that he died a t Lugano in 1533. Lanzi 
is more appreciative than Vasari of Luini’s paintings, but he has nothing 
; o a 3d that is biographical. His judgment, or error as this article calls it, 
that Luini was “the most distinguished imitator of Leonardo, has been 
accepted up to our time. From the days of Lanzi to Ruskin, Luini was 
practically forgotten, his best frescoes were in seldom -visited churches, his 
pictures in all the galleries of Europe were attributed to Leonardo. It was 
left for a later period and for the genius of Ruskin and the critical 
investigations of Kugler, Crowe and Cavalcaselle, and of Morelli to brush 
away the dust and error of past times and allow Luini once more to have 
the credit of his own works.” It is not everyone who can agree with 
Ruskin that “ Luini is ten times greater than Leonardo,” or with the writer 
of this interesting book, that Luini is subjective and Leonardo objective. 
The two men were certainly contrasts, “ Leonardo a man of power, Luini 
of sympathy,” Leonardo doing few works, Luini many. By the forty-page 
long record of these works, at the end of the volume, the author is “ content 
to be judged.” 

Mother Duck's Children , coloured drawings by Gugu (Hememann, 5/-). 
Here is a baby picture-book, full of ravishing babies doing every quaint 
and pretty thing that babies can do. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondent ] 

Dear Editor, — W hile agreeing, in the main, with Mrs ^ ie ^ 1 ^ s 
interesting articles, in the October and November numbers o 1 ’ 

I feel there are one or two reasons, why her suggestions are ^ ardens 
follow out. No one who walks for ten minutes in, say Kensing on are 

m London, can fail to see how many of Mrs. Sievekings is d . 

deserved. The well-dressed babies of two, and even m ° re ’ w when Uiey 
“smart” nurses, are pushed and poked and made to si up ^ ^ hea d 
Want to lie down, whose bonnets and hats are roug 1 y > 


'ant to lie down, whose bonnets and nats aie & j ^ ^ not wa lking 

*tthe particular angle, the nurse wishes, who are sco^ ^ ma kes a 

luickly enough, who are slapped for picking up w, £ s ’ ’. g cur j ous how 

'hud-lover's heart ache indeed. A propos o s: ’ an( j w jn dismiss a 
toany people recognize the sacredness of a c 11 s child’s mind, and 

n urse for want of respect to that, when disrespec “education is an 

s °ul, is passed over lightly. We who be ieve rospe r, when the 

atmosphere,” must feel how little our own w oss jp a nd untruth, and 
n urses spread an atmosphere of coarseness, 0 . w him dictates. One 

when things are called wrong and naughty, as the Q 0 d-given soul 

knows of many instances, where nurses are ep 



